
‘My advice to somebody who is
thinking about a career in law, would
be to try a few vacation schemes.
They’ll really help you determine
whether a career in law is for you, as
well as helping you to pick a firm that’s
the right fit.’
Linzi Thomas
Trainee

How do I become a lawyer at
Clifford Chance?

How can I find out more?
The best way to find out more about a legal career, is to do your
research. Speak to people, attend events and try to gain work
experience within a law firm. Our vacation schemes and workshops
provide you with practical experience in one or more of our practice
areas. You would also participate in case studies and workshops,
which enable you to learn more about the firm and develop
commercial and business skills. By working alongside trainees and
qualified lawyers you benefit from a wide range of learning and
networking opportunities to help broaden your experience.

Places on our schemes and workshops are limited. It is not,
however, compulsory to attend a scheme in order to secure a
training contract with us. We welcome training contract applications
from people who did not attend our schemes or workshops, as well
as from those who do.
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Law candidates

31 Jan 2010

Jan 2011

Aug/Sept 2011

Oct 2011

June/July 2011

Sept 2011

Aug 2012/Feb 2013

Non-law (Final year of study) Law (Penultimate year of study)

Training contract application deadline

Apply for Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL)

Start GDL Training contract application deadline

June 2012

31 July 2010

Oct 2011

June/July 2011

Sept 2011

Aug 2012/Feb 2013

June 2012Complete LPC Complete LPC

Apply for Legal Practice Course (LPC) Apply for Legal Practice Course (LPC)

Complete GDL Graduate from university

Start Clifford Chance LPC at College of
Law Moorgate campus

Start Clifford Chance LPC at College of
Law Moorgate campus

Start training contract either August 2012
or February 2013

Start training contract either August 2012
or February 2013



Joining Clifford Chance

Application and selection
Applications for our training contract, vacation schemes and winter
workshops should be made via www.cliffordchance.com/gradsuk

Applicants should have a strong academic record. You will be
expected to meet or exceed our benchmark criteria, which for
graduates means 320 (26) UCAS points at A-level (or equivalent) and
be on target for a 2:1 degree or equivalent in any subject.

To be successful you will also need to demonstrate your potential to
become a first-class lawyer and your willingness to take advantage of
the many opportunities that you encounter. You will need to show
ambition, drive and commitment, the ability to articulate ideas clearly,
a desire to build relationships and deliver outstanding service. So,
when completing your application consider how you can best
demonstrate these qualities and try to provide examples from your
academic life, work experience or other activities.

We’re also looking for intellectual curiosity, common sense, strong
interpersonal skills, an interest in business and the capacity to
assimilate detailed information quickly. These are the qualities that will
determine your future with us – not your background, what you
studied or where you studied it.

We have a rigorous selection process, designed to assess you
against our competencies. This includes an online application form, a
series of verbal reasoning tests, as well as an assessment day with
an interview and group exercise.

We will be running assessment days both in our office and on
campus. Through the multiple stages of our selection process, you
have the opportunity to further your understanding of Clifford Chance
and our people, while we get to know you.

For full details of our application process, guidance on what to
expect and tips on how to prepare, visit
www.cliffordchance.com/gradsuk. You will also find links to
enable you to practice and prepare for the tests.
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